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peace as during the conflict. At the Peace Conference
at Paris the Canadian delegation had a double charac-
ter. It was an autonomous delegation and formed also
one section of the imperial delegation. However, it
was much more as delegates from an Empire country,
than as plenipotentiaries of a sovereign state, that
Canada's representatives signed the Treaty of Ver-
sailles and the other peace treaties. Also, it was the
Crown which ratified all these treaties for Canada,
after the federal Parliament had adopted a resolution
to that effect.

Now a member of the League of Nations, where it
speedily obtained one of the temporary seats on the
Council, and, indeed, furnished a president for the
Assembly, Canada had no intention of stopping sud-
denly in full course. Logic demanded that the right to
establish legations, valid within the framework of the
League, should be extended to foreign relations, and
that the Dominion should also have its own agents and
diplomats in foreign capitals. The difficulty consisted
of reconciling these expressions of independence in the
field of sovereignty in foreign affairs with the need,
insisted upon by London, for maintaining the diplo-
matic unity of the Empire. In the mind of Lloyd
George, this meant that the Empire should back up the
foreign policy of Great Britain. For if Canada, for
example, were to have its own foreign policy, how could
it reconcile its character as a British country with its
role as an independent country? All of this was
summed up in the questions, "What was Canada's
policy to be? Would it be identical wTith that of Great
Britain or that of the whole Empire? To what extent
would it deviate from or approach one or the other?"